- . NN - A

A AY
) <

anited Copy Approved for Release 2011/09/14 - CIA-RDP80-00809A000700190037-9

r
50X1-HUM

. CLASSIFICATION CONFIDENTILL

CENTRAL INTELLIGENCE AGENCY REPORT

INFORMATION FROM
FOREIGN DOCUMENTS OR RADIO BROADCASTS €D NO.

COUNTRY Albania DATE OF

NFORMATIO 1
SUBJECT Ecouomic - Agriculture, livestock breeding, INFO N 953

produce, diseases, beekeeping,

How silkworm raising DATE DIST, /0 Jun 1954
PUBLISHED Daily newspezers

WHERE

PUBLISHED Tirana NO. OF PAGES ¢

DATE

PUBLISHED 9 Jna-31 oct 1953
SUPPLEMENT TO
LANGUAGE Albanian REPORT NO.

THI3 DOCUMENT CONTAINS INFONKATION ATFICTING THE NATY o s
JOF THE UNITEO STATUS, wiYHIN TMEMZANING QF TirLe 14, SECTICHS 70
AND 284. OF THE U.3. CODC. AS AMEWDED. 173 TRANSMISStOw OB REVE.
LATION OF (1S CONTINTS 16 OF RECEIPT pv ax UNAUTMOR 1320 weason 18

Dy Tug arpros o 0 2

THIS IS UNEVALUATED INFORMATION

SOURCE As indicated
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[Summary: A serious effort is being made to teach the peasants
better methods of breeding, feeding, and tending their livestock to
improve the strains, increase size and productivity, and control
the many diseases to which Albanian anirals are subject. The empha-
sis 1aid on collecting winter fodder secems to indicate that thr
peasant has a tendency to let his cattle fend for thems:=lves. The
introduction of new methods is increasing the amount of milk, wool,
and eggs considerably. Modern beehivaes are replacing old skeps and
boxes, with a consequent rise in the production of honey. The
government is encouraging silkworm culture, for which elimatic
conditions in Elbasan and Peshkopi rreths apoear to be particularly
favorable.

Numbers in parentheses refer to aprended sources. )

I. LIVESTOCK

Breeding and Improvement

The Shkoder cow is noted for its healthinezz and the high butterfat content
of its milk, Efforts are being made to improve the breea and introduce it into
other parts of Albania. Tae Shkoder Zootechnic Research and Selection Center
{Qender se studim{t e seleksionimit zooteknik) is providing aid in improving and

. selecting breeds. The center has already (1 October 1953] distributed 75 select
s bulls. Many more are to be distributed before the end of 1955.(1) In sddition
o to the high butterfat content, cows bred by the center are known for the quan-

v tity of wilk they give. The center makes daily deliveries of this milk to day
- nurseries, hospitals, and city children.(2) Proper care is increasing the
emount of milk and the number of calves 20-L0 percent.(l) In 1951-1952, each
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374% sheep and Ll cows ang calVes, beasQgn dradi gATHA1S . (-'f}r-{Sburce'-’Bi states that,
as of 15 October, the GJoeef AFtcultyPyl Collective has 274 sheep, 30 cows and
- heifers, 8 pigs; 5 uffgloscovwa, 37 oy veams, gnd many horses. ]
& SanR e FIE e o T AR -

Disease Control ‘
=220k Lonvrol

Mange is prevalent among sheep ag‘l gcats in Albania ) especially in the
mountainous regions of Permet » Berat, Bybasan, apd Skrapar rreths. Many peasants
believe that thic disease will disappefy of itgelf, and hence take no sanitary
measures, such as isolating diseased sfinals. Contrsl of mange is rot difficult,
but unless the peasants are alerted to Npply Prophylactic and curative methods,
veterinarians can do 1little to elimay? this disemse. Technicians and mass and
educational organizations in touch wit# the peasants must explain these nethods
to the masses,

The Council of Ministers and the Cantral Coumittee of the Workers Party, in
their resolution on the improvement op Apnimal husbandry, urge collectives and
individurls to reduce this disease tg ¢ vlinilnum, snd point out that mange medi -
¢ine 1s within reach of all 1ivestock yd¢eders. pes’ies Kreoline, which is most
in use, there ere several effective medlcapents s 3ncluding powdered sulfur and
povdered siaked lime which can be dusted on flocks three or four times weekly in
amy season. Every shepherd should have on hanq a half-kilogram tin, preferably
of snlfur and lime mixed. To be effective , dusting must ve dope thoroughly not

- only on diseased, but on healthy sheep, Shearing twi-ze a year is an aid in elimi-
nating mange, since applications after 8yearing apd washing bring the medicines in
closer contact with the infected area. {heep Pells must also be thoroughly washed
and disinfected. Infected cheep must y& 1golated and contaminated pastures must
be kept idle for 2 months. (9)

Although the Five-Year Plan proviged ror increasing the number and improving
the breed of livestoek » little has ‘been Q¢eomplished in some rreths. Kruje Rreth,
for example, had made no plans up to Juid 1953 tor each village and ipdividual
holding. Other rreths » like Korce, makg plans byt do nothing to implement them.
The excessive slaughter of livestock by Peasants to celebrate feasts » marriages,
and births also militates against the ngfwal ineyegse of flocks and herds. _ Iocal

e Another deterrent factor is thet spPep are yot protected against parasitic
: and infectious disea:as, such as fo Pand»mouth digease » WOrms, mange, agalactia,
carbuncles, and enterotoxemia. To contyPy these diseases » every shepherd must see
that pastures and vatering places are C18An, Cleaning and disinfecting must be
done regularly. Veterinarians must be 2 ed in 85 soon as disease is detected,
Similar measures must be taken against gflease in larger cattle, (10) \

State agricultural and livestock-breNdips farms are orgenizing to combat
mange among thelr flocks with medicinal perbg. They hope to eliminate it by the
end of 1953, Peasants in Skrapar, Berbt, ehd Elbgsan rreths are learning to apply
medicinal herbs to diseased sheep, and tg isolate them. Jheep were vaccinated
against carbuncles in April 1952, ard it 1g popeq that this disesce will be elimi-
nated by the end of 1953. Veterinarians Aye alsg treating enterotoremia with
vaccine, and advising peasants to divida  Abeir pagtures into smell lots to avold
Spreading infection over the whole ares. ( c
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Increase in Numbers N ey
—=crease in Numbers 1\.! ..lllllu

The state ig aiding in increasing the number of livestock and improving
the breeds by organizing livestock-breeding stations, with thoroughbred sta]-
lions, bulls, and rams avallable to the peasants for breeding Purposes. But
auch peiitienl work 1s needed among the masses by all democratic front and
party organizations if the Five-Year Plan for the increase and improvement of
livestock 1s to be carried out.(10)

Recently the Morave Agricultural Collective, Berat Qarify, bought 30 sheep' -
from its reserve fund. Tt now [26 September 1953] has eight times more pigs
and five times more poultry than in 1952, as well as more cows and more bees,
In 1954, the collective expects to have more purebred cows, mares, and curly-
haired sheep, The nembers are Planning to build cov barns, sheepfolds, and
hen coops, and to store grass, alfulfa, straw, and corn husks for winter,
About 50 dynyms [a dynym is one fourth of an acre] are already planted with
clover for the sheep, (12)

The Lefter Talo Agricultural Collectiveffdinokaster <ark, has 350 sheEp,

for which a new sheepfold has recently been built. The sheep are sheared twice
8 year and milked three times a day.(13)

-~
The Polo;ke Agricultural Collective, Korce Qark, specializes in raising
Pigs. It now [October] has 50 pigs, (14)

The Shkoder Rreth Executive Committee, Shkoder cark, took steps to obtain
agrarian credits in time for the fall sowing, More than 100 veasants have
benefited by these credits. Among the purchases made by peasants through the
credits were 111 oxen, 22 bulls, 9 milch Cows, and 11 ealves.(15)

Agricultural collectives in Shkeder Qark show [in September 1953] the
following percentage increases over the 1952 figures: cattle [unspecified],
55; sheep, 82; hogs, 121; and other animals, 37. The Gril Agricultural Collec-"
tive fulfilled its 1953 plan Yefore September, The Dobraec Agricultural Collec-
tive has built 70 nev barns and 20 sties so far in 1953.

In 1952, over 1,200 sheep in thig gark were sheared twice. Milkin~ three
times a day produced 25 percent more milk [than by the earlier method]. (16)

Products

Production of industrial goods needed by the peasants ig closely connected
with production of food for industrial workers, and raw materials, such as wool
and hides, for industry, The recent government provisions in favor of the pras-
ants s stimulaiing them to increase production, but some shortcomings are evi-
dent in the fulfillment of the collection plan for the first 9 months of 1953,
Whereas Diber and Gjinokaster qarks fulfilled the year's meat collection plan
89 and 78 percent, respectively, Tirana and Shoder qarks averaged only 68 percent,
Collection agencies have not Yet realized that the supply .of meat and eggs to
workers has a direct effect upon the hNecessary alliance between workers and
peasants, -

Fall is the season when animals are fat, and also the time when the peas-
ants, t9 pay the meat debt to the state, set apart the animals vhich are too
old to work., The kulak will, of course, try to put obstacles in the way of

debt collectiohs, The peasants and the local authoritie: must urmask him and
nmake him take the responsibility for any failure in the collecticns. (17)
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The Ministry of Agriculture and Procu~ement announced that, in the first
6 monthe of 1953, the meat collection plan had been fulfilled 102.5 percent
and the wool collection plan 104.9 percent. The Mat River crea received
special mention for fulfillirg the meat collection plan 163.2 perceut, the
wool collection plan 140 percent, and the erg collection plan 166.9 percent,
and received the ministry's Red Banner for its grain collection. Also dis-
tinguished for meat and wool collections were the rreths of Mirdite, Durres,
Elbasan, Fier, Gramsh, Gjinokaster, Permet, Sarande, and Vlore. (18)

The Perhondi and Sheqeze agricultural collectives in Berat Qark have
finished the seccnd sheepshearing for 1953, Shegeze collective members ob-
tained 1,400 grams of wool per sheep by the biannual sheepshearing i.2thod.
In general, 600-1,500 grams more wool was obtained by this method than by
the previous method of shearing once a yeer (19)

As of 3 August, peasants of Diber Qark have fulfilled the collection plan
for wool 87 percent, for meat 94 percent, and for eggs 100 percent. The Mat
nighlanders expected to pay their debt in animal produce by the end ol August.,
Peasants of Martanesh finished their payments in early August.(20)

Elbasan peasants completed the animal husbandry plan for the first 6
months of 1953 on 25 June, Librazd peasants fulfilled the 6-month plen for
meat 145 percent and for wool 108 percent.(21)

the Gjocaj Agricultural Collective, Elbasan Qark, obtains 3 kilograms of
wool per ram and 2 kilograms per sheep by biannual shearing. It also obtains
annually 70 kilograms of milk per ewe by milking three times a day.(8)

The Cerrik Stute Farm is employing the biannual method of sheepshearing
for the second year. The first shearing in 1953 produced 2.5-3 kilograms of
wool per sheep, the second 1.5 kilograms. One rem gave a total of 5.8 kilo-
grams. The ewes, milked three times a day, give 1.5 kilograms of milk each
Per day. Lambs are left with their mothers until they are 2 1/2 months old. (22)

Biannual sheepshearing is practiced on all state sheep fr>ms and collectives
in GJinckaster Qark. The Suhe Agricultural Collective obtained 642 grams of wool
per sheep from the second shearing in 1953, while several progressive sheep
owners obtained 550 grems.(23)

The Azim Zeneli Stock-Raising Collective, Gjinokaster Qark, obtained 2,3
kilograms of wool per sheep by bilannual shearing in 1953, 200 grams more than
the amount obtained in 1952 and 700 grams more than the average amount obtained
by the old method of sheepshearing. The collective does good propaganda work
in other villages. For example, in April 1953, it organized consultations in
Sopik-Pogon and, in addition, gave a demonstration by shearing 1,200 sheep.
Many peasants were converted to the use of the new method.

This collec*ive also miiks its sheep three times a dey, thus obtaining 20
percent more milk thhg_b; the earlier method., In 1952, each sheep gave 65 kilo-
grams of milk instedd of 58, the amount expected in the plan. Up %o the present
[2 Octover], the collective has produced a large amount of ordinary cheese, about
2,00 kilograms of "wize" cheese la piquant cheese sold in small pieces], and

1,000 kilograms of butter.

The Five-Year Plan provides for raising 2,600 sheep crossbred with the
"cigaja" breed. In 1952, the collective had 900 of these sheep, and bred 260
e more from the best specimens.(24)
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The Y11i i Kug State Farm, Korece Qark, produced 15,000 kilograms more milk
in 1952 than the planned emount. Tt also fnrnished the state a larg: quentity
of wool, lembs, and kids, Milking every J hours has inereased milk production
15-20 percent. The biannual sheepshearing method has greatly increased wool
production. The annual plan for ralsing lambs has beer fulfilled 120.9 percent;
for raising goats, 1kcC.9 percent. (25)

The Shuec Agricultural Collective, Korce Qark, has 100 more sheep and 100
more goats (29 August 1953] than in 1952, Annual milk production reached 75
kilograms per sheep and 100 kilograms per goat in 1952, By the end of 1953,
the collective expects to obtain 10 kilograms more per head. Biannual shearing
is producing about 200 grams of wool more per sheep than +he previous method, (26)

During the last sheepshearing season, 8,803 sheep were sheared for the
second time in Korce Qark. The Tren Agricultural Collective averaged 7 100 grams
of wool per head from 224 Sheep, tl2 Poloske Agricultural Collective averaged
1,850 grams per head from 453 sheep, and the Vashtime Agriculiural Collective
averaged 2,480 grams per head. An average of 500-600 grams more wool is obtained
by this method than by shearing once a year. (26)

Fodder

Soviet e:periments have shown that tree foliage is richer than grass and
a'.falfa in protein and fats which produce meat, fat, and energy in animal-~. ang
better than metal salt (HI) [sic), starch, and sugar (raw niter extract) [sic]
to keep animals in condition and increase milk production. The Albanian Council
of Ministers and the Party Central Committee consider collection of foliage for
fodder of extreme importance, especially in the mountainous regions.

N The most valuable foliage for fodder comes from oaks, elms, poplars, chest-
g nut and hazelnut trees, beeches, and hornbeam trees. The peasa.l~ know about the
. use of leaves for fodder in dry teasons, but know little about using the foliage
of vines, of mulberry, plum, and fig trees, and of other fruit trees, which is
- more valuable than grass or alfalfa. They also know nothing about using mistletoe,
M elder leaves, or leaves of certain wild trees as fodder. Some leaves, like the
foliage of walnut trees, laburnum, “"kulpur" [a fruitless tree], red willew, ana
1lvy are considered poisonous.

The best season for gathering edible foliage from forest trees is in August
and September, and from fruit trees in the latter half of September, but tree
pruning ean be done only by permission of the forestry officials. The leaves and
small branches gathered must be kept in a semishady place until dry. Vhen dried,
they must be protected from rein and snow, (23)

The plan of the Ministry of Agriculture provides for the clearing of 15,042
hectares of pasturage by state farmc and agricultural collectives. The clearing
operations are to be crrried out by voluntary labor. Democratis front organiza-
tions are asked to undertake a political campaign among the peasants to mobilize
enough vorkers, including women and young people.(27)

In Berat Qark, the Skrapar peasants have gathered five times more hay and
straw up te the present time (17 September 19531 than in the same period of 1952.
They slso en:iled large quantities of fodder for the first time in their experi-
ence. They are now engaged in clearing summer pasturage, (28)

The Gramsh Executive Committee in Elbasan Qark is providing for the following

percentage increases in livestock: sheep, 9; goats, 3; cows and oxen, 5; horses,
L; mules, 3; hogs, 50; and poultry, 50. F )
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The sumaer rains pro
Qark, so peasants in Ceru
time. More

30,000 kilograms of hay. oOn the oth

moted the growth of grass and other fodder in Elbasan
nj, Drize, and Cekin were able to Lov and rick in good
over, they were able to contract with cooperative shops for about

er hand, many peasants have postponed col-~
lecting fodder until too late and may consequently suffer great losses among
their cattle tnis winter, fThis negligence must be blamed or the people's coun-
cils and the primary organizetions, which do not mobilize the peasants to col-
lect winter fodder for their animuls.(1l) “easants of Faret, Sopot, Dragostuny,
Librazdh, ana Qukes have secy

red 120,000 kilograms of hay from their meadows
(as of 29 August ].

T alfalfa five or six times. The
Shirgjun and GJoca) agricultural collectives have silo3, and are now engaged in
collecting large supplies of folder, ¢ora, and squa.a for their hogs and cows.
They have already cleared 235 hectares of pasture and intend to clear 265 addi-
tional hectares, Vomen are busy removing stones and rocks vhile young people

reap or burn off the stubble.(26) The Gjoca] Agricultural Collective has 50,000
kilograms of alfalfa for its

cows, as well as a good supply of mangel-wurzel and
corn stalks, (8)

The Ministry of Agriculture issued detail

securing winter fodder, but the Korce Qark Ex
files for 2 1/2 months. Llaze Grazhdani,
the committee, did not anp

alfalfa and hay,

ed instructions in May 1953 on
ecutive Committee kept them in its

head of the agricultural section of
d st111 does not exert himself,

There is plenty of

as 1953 crops are good, but there is no control or organi~~.

tlon, Some beasants, such as those at Vithkug, and sume agricultural collec-
tives

» like those of Melcap and Lanmalas, began to store fodder in gooqd time,

but their example is not being widely followed because the executive committee
leaves decisions to the peasants.

The Rembec Agricultural Collective, for
instance, reaped its alfalfa at the right time, but let it remain on the field,
Consequently, much is now spoiled.

Furthernore, fos of 5 August] the
only T2”§grcent of the ground needed for winter fodder at breeding stations.
Consequently, in the Pogrit ond Pustec breeding stations, bulls will have to
eat straw this vinter, which is not good for purebreds. The comiittee must
toke urgent steps to prevent a serious shortage by organizing ensilage of beets
and collection of edible foliage. (29) '

Xorce Executive Committee has secured

The Sarande Rreth Democratic Front has done excellent work in organizing
the clearance of pastures ang storage of fodder. Peesants were asked to start
clearing aboug 1,000 hectares gust and to finish on 10 Sen-
tember. Members or the Democratic Front Were renuested to organize squads in
the village and work with them on collecting and drying grass and weeds for
winter fodder,(30) Only 479 hectares of the 1,315 hectares of pasture have
been cleared [18 September 1953).  Democratic Front members have also aided ip
burnins(of§ 3,858 hectares for grazing land, without damaging any of the wooded
places, (31

II. BEES, SILKVORMS

Bees

The resolutions passed by the Counci
tee of the party provide for a 400 percen
end of the Five-Year Plan,
been practiceq in Albania,

1 of Ministers and the
t increase in the
ag compared to the 1950 figure.
but earlier methods were primitiv
i hollow tree trunks, in skeps smeared with mud, or in boxes
These types of hives did not contribute to the welfare of the beeg or the clean-
liness of the honey. Beekeeping received a setback when the Fascists destroyed

But when the party came *o power, 1t opened
eping equipnent, established a bee farm, and allotted credits
purchase of bees and implements,

-7-

Central Comnit-
nurber of bees at the
Beckeeping has long
- Bees were kep:

Tastened to walls.

15,000 beehives [date unspecified].
& factory for beeke
to peasants for thn
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4s a result of party measures » the number of bees in Albania is poy roughly
35 percent higher than in 1952, while in seme places, such as Tropoje and Durres B
it may be 60 bPercent higher. Honey production in modern hives is greatly increaseqd.
For example, the Dukat State Farnm 8verages 20 kilograms of honey per hive from
more than 10O hives 5 the Irakli Terova State Farm obtaing 40 k1lograms ; and the
Lefter Talo Agricultural Collective averages 30 kilograms » but hes sometipeg ob- .
) tained as much as 6o kilograms, Some peasents in GJinokaster, Sarande > Himare, and
' Durres huve obtained 50 kilograms per hive., One GJjinokaster beekeeper hag a record

- of 100 kilograms of honey from one hive and an average of 50 kilograms from 25
' other hives.

in blocm, which has brought production u; to 390 kilograms per hive in ihe yssy ,
is now being practiced in Albanis. Beekeepers use the sage-growing meadows on
Tarabosh Mountain and the thyme- ang mar joram-growing meadows on Boge Mountain,
They also provide winter food for theiy bees. They are learning to protect the
bees from moth larvae, bee lice, and mites.(32)

One of the chief Sources o1 income for peasants in ninority [Greek?] villeges
in Gjinokaster is ’beekeeping. The peasantg are constantly increasing the number
of hives and have already replaced about 70 percent of their nrimitive beehives
with modern hives., 4 modern nive produces an average of Lo-45 kilograms of honey,
while primitive types produce about 10 kilograms each. Dropull peasants have
obtained 10,000 kilograms of honey. (33)

The Tirana Executive Committee has given truck gardeners of Tirana City
20,000 leks to tuy bees ang modern hives. (34)

Silkworms
B One collective in Elbasen has hatched out 150 grams of silkworm eggs ang |
- = provided the wormgs with food. The €ggs hatched 100 bercent., About 770 grams of ‘

€gIs have been distributeq throughout the rreth. Supplies of mulberries are ‘
being collected for the 1953 crop of silkworms.(35)

The climate of Peshkopi Rreth is favorable to the silleworm industry. The
agricultural section of the Peshkopi Executive Committee is encouraging silkvornm
culture by providing an expert to advise the peasants. During the season, the
peasants collecteq 450 grams of eggs. Often, 5 grams of eggs produce 12 kilogrems

) of cocoons, To date [15 August], Peasants have collected 223 kilograms of co-
. . coons. (36
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